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Russia, proved to be equally fictitious. Both were isrs.
going into Congress on false pretences, having
already arranged in secret the matters upon which
they were professing to decide, and purporting to
dispute. The boundaries of the new Bulgaria Diminution
were by this document drawn more closely tha
the Treaty of San Stefano had drawn them, and
the Bulgarians were excluded from the ./Egean.
The promises of Turkish reform in Armenia were
made to England as well as to Russia,, and did not
thereby acquire additional or any value. The other
Powers, including, and really meaning, England,
were granted a consultative voice in the organisa-
tion of Thessaly, Epirus, and the other Christian
provinces of Turkey. British creditors of Turkey
were insured against loss from the indemnity.
The British Government, on the other hand, ex-
pressly promised not to vote in Congress against
the retrocession of Bessarabia to Russia, nor
against the retention of Russian conquests in
Armenia except Erzeroum. Both Governments
agreed not to disturb the rules prohibiting ships
of war from entering without the Sultan's leave
the Bosporus or the Dardanelles. This document
confirmed previous rumours, which Lord Salisbury
had described in the House of Lords as unauthentic
and unworthy of serious attention. The Duke of
Richmond now admitted it to be genuine by
' complaining that it had been acquired through
breach of confidence. It had, in fact, been brought
to the office of the Globe by a copying clerk, who
made more copies than one.1 Although his con-
duct cannot be defended, it was the most important
act of his life. He had taken all the interest
out of the Congress, and flashed in a moment

1 He was prosecuted at Bow Street. But the disclosure of official
secrets was not then an offence, and the magistrate refused to commit
him.